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MOLD CHECKLIST It causes allergy problems, deteriorates your home and negatively affects your resale value.
Fill out the following checklist to be sure there is no visible mold in your home.
Yes                No
_________  ________  Does it smell musty; check these areas: closets, under cabinets, laundry area, basement, attic and bathrooms.  

_________  ________  Mold growing on surfaces, black or dark brown film on the bottom of                                    basement walls, dark brown or reddish splotches                                     on wood or drywall surfaces or powdery white spots on paneling or doors
Yes                No

_________  ________  Stains on ceilings - are they under an upstairs bathroom, stains around the vent pipe, air duct work (condensation) around the chimney in the attic?
I found it!  UGH!  Now, how do I get rid of it? 
Search and Destroy Mission – Find the source/s of excessive moisture, remove or repair and repair or replace the effected areas.                            OK         Correct
OK                  Correct

_________  _________  Down spouts and gutters are in good shape and are clean, they remove water at

least 10 feet from foundation 

_________  _________  Ground around the found-

ation is correctly sloped, this grade should fall a 
minimum of 6 vertical inches within the first 10 horizontal feet
_________  _________  Clothes dryer and all  ex-haust fans (bathrooms and kitchen) are vented to the                                   outside, not to the attic or a crawl space.

_________  _________  Are all areas that have frequent water contact (sinks, showers, tubs, counters) are completely caulked to prevent moisture from penetrating.
_________  _________  Floors, walls, or ceilings show evidence of water leaking or damage from                                 water lines, waste drain pipes, dishwasher, ice

makers, sink and tub faucets or shower heads?  (Look under sink cabinets, behind washer, refrigerator, beneath and beside dishwasher and anywhere else that could be exposed to leaking water).

_________   _________ Air conditioner is drained at least 10 feet from the foundation or into a gutter.
_________  _________ Air conditioner is the correct size for the area it is cooling, if too large it will
cool faster than it can effectively remove the  moisture from the air.  
_________  _________ Attic doesn’t smell musty; are there dark places around the chimney or vent                      pipes, any other dark areas or wet insulation?
_________  _________  Attic and soffit vents open and clean, blown in insulation can block these.                                    

_________  _________ Closets don’t smell musty, check ceiling for stains, leave door open for better                                      air circulation or all louvered doors

_________  _________ No Mold visible in basement (ensure good air circulation; keep all items away from the walls run a dehumidifier that is correctly                                        sized for the area. 

GET RID OF IT!
1.  Identify sources of excessive moisture – remove or repair 

2.  Drywall that has mold growing into the paper surface will usually need to be removed and replaced.  If it is in a bathroom or basement using water resistant drywall is a good idea.  Never heard of it; just ask your local home center for help.
3.  Clean all areas that have mold thoroughly with a solution of water and Bleach, scrub the surface to completely remove all mold and stain, rinse with water and let it dry 
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